
Loren’s Health Update - August 23, 2023 

From Darlene Cunningham 

       
Dear YWAM family… 

 

Thank you so much for your faithful intercession for Loren! He is so aware and grateful for your 

prayers! As you probably know, when he was diagnosed with Stage 4 small cell lung cancer in 

January, the doctors predicted that he would likely only live for weeks, not months. So every day 

is a miracle! 

 

To recap my May 27th health update (in case you missed it): 
 
In April and May, many of you probably saw Loren online, as he Zoomed around the globe 
to speak to vast numbers of YWAMers about orally translating the Bible into every mother 
tongue language on earth. He shared on every continent except Antarctica, with the help of 
his OMT ministry partners, Chong Ho & Kris Won, and multiple tech teams. In April he 
zoomed with Mexico, Colombia, Panama and Brazil, culminating in a JUCUM Americas 
gathering to North, Central and South America that reached 2500 people from 35 languages 
in English, Spanish, Portuguese and French. On May 8th, he zoomed with South Asia where 
3500+ people watched on 1000 screens across India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
the Maldives & Andamans in English, Hindi, Tamil, Nepali and Bengali. And on May 9th, he 
Zoomed with YWAMers across the African continent, with more than 2000 online via 68 
connections in East Africa, North Africa and the Indian Ocean Islands. On May 10th, he 
shared on OMT via Zoom with YWAMers in 10 nations of Central Asia translated into Uzbek, 
Tajik, Russian, Azeri, Kasakh, Kyrgyz, Dari, Farsi, Karakalpak, Ukrainian, Hindi, Spanish, 
Portuguese, German, Dutch, Swedish, Turkish, Urdu, Hindko, Korean, Japanese and Aimaq. 
Next he zoomed with leaders across Germany and Europe; then YWAM Pacific and Asia, 
hosted by UofN Battambang, Cambodia, with 3000+ attendees from 120 locations in 42 
countries. He also zoomed with Australia, with a focus on getting oral translations of the 
Bible to the Aboriginals. (Please forgive me if I’ve missed any major Zoom groupings!) 

 

Since that update, on Friday, June 16th, Loren had a very full day and was quite tired. He was 

scheduled to Zoom in the evening at 8:00 pm to the Go Persia Conference, made up of 

YWAMers in three of the "stans." He said to me, "I'm not sure I will have the strength to do a 

full two hours, Dar." (Inside I smiled and thought "once he gets going on this heart message of 

OMT, he will easily Zoom the full two hours!") God truly anointed him! He said when he 

finished, "Darlene, I believe this was the best presentation I have ever given!" Chong Ho, his 

traveling "point man" on the other end of all of these events posted on FaceBook "Most clear and 

powerful OMT message delivered since the beginning. [Loren's] body is getting weaker but his 

communication is getting stronger! We love and honor you!"  

  

Many of you have been asking for a video of Loren's best teaching on oral translation of the 

Bible into every mother tongue. Loren wanted to “pair” this with a video of ChongHo talking 

about the “how tos” of OMT. Feel free to distribute these videos widely throughout the YWAM 

family. The more people who hear, receive and take action on the message, the more it will bless 

Loren's heart...and more importantly, the heart of the Father! He rejoiced hearing from David 

Hamilton recently that more than 208 Bibleless mother tongue languages are currently being 

translated.  



Loren speaking on "Why OMT" June 16, 2023 

https://vimeo.com/839337151 

 

Chong Ho Won sharing on the "Hows" of OMT June 15, 2023 

https://vimeo.com/839331626  

 

As you can see, it is no exaggeration to say that Loren has been traveling further and speaking to 

more people in a shorter span of time than ever before in his global ministry!!! This is truly a 

miracle of God’s grace. 

 

 
Loren and I celebrated our 60th wedding anniversary in the midst of all these Zoom events. We 

were blessed by so many gifts, prayers and well wishes from YWAM friends around the world. 

THANK YOU! And then Loren celebrated his 88th birthday on June 30th. This is a milestone the 

doctors never thought he would live to see, so we rejoiced greatly! 

 

On Friday, July 28th, Loren spoke in person to the Kona Hawaii staff family. It is the only time 

he is expected to speak this quarter as he rarely leaves the house except for medical 

appointments. This event was joined by via Zoom by YWAM bases across North America (153 

individual devices, but many of them Zooming with large and small bases). The focus of the 

event was serving the First Nations – Native Americans and Native Hawaiians – with oral 

translations of the Bible into their mother tongues. 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/839337151
https://vimeo.com/839331626


Since that time, Loren has entered a new phase of his cancer journey. He is experiencing greater 

fatigue and shortness of breath and began having severe pain for the first time since his 

diagnosis. But THANK THE LORD, the pain has subsided again and he is able to manage it 

with just Tylenol. His mind and his spirit are SO ACTIVE AND ALERT!  

 

He is continuing to meet with people as his energy will allow to share about OMT. As a number 

of fellow missionary statesmen in the body of Christ have left for Heaven in recent weeks – 

George Verwer of Operation Mobilisation; Paul Eschelmen of Jesus Films; Pat Robertson of 

Christian Broadcasting Network and others – he has expressed his anticipation of seeing these 

brothers again soon, together with Jesus! Heaven is so real for him!  

 

Please DO KEEP PRAYING for Loren – that he will finish well, and that he will have no pain. 

Prayer definitely makes a difference!! He is convinced that it is God’s response to the prayers of 

all of YOU that is keeping his pain at bay and giving him this miracle gift of time. These are 

precious days. 

 

Blessings, 

Darlene 


